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Read the full list of names rejected for Operation Cyber Chase.

http://go.philly.com/drugnet
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Prosecutor Barbara Cohan in front of the Federal Courthouse at Sixth and
Market. She grew to appreciate the scope of what DEA and FBI had done.

BETRAYAL from A12

B CHANTILLY, VA.

“Chin straps on!”

SOD agents used this gung-ho
phrase to psych themselves up for
raids.

Now, as folks from Philadelphia,
New York, Washington, India, Costa
Rica and Hungary gathered at
SOD’s unmarked building near
Dulles Airport, someone invoked
the mantra.

Barb rolled her eyes.

Yet over the next few hours,
Barb’s contempt melted.

As agent after agent outlined the
case and the takedown, Barb grew to
appreciate the scope of what DEA,
FBI and IRS had done, and the chal-
lenges everyone faced on arrest day:

Agents planned to execute a glo-
bal sweep, timed for dawn April 19
on the East Coast, dusk April 20 in
India. Twenty people, maybe more,
would be arrested, ideally all at
once. Authorities would seize bank
accounts in 11 countries.

Timing was paramount. Given the
computer savvy of the targets, one
premature arrest might tip conspir-
ators to flee or, with the click of a
mouse, transfer millions to untouch-
able overseas accounts.

In Philadelphia, Akhil Bansal
would be arrested with his room-
mate and righthand man, Atul Patil.
In New York, agents would grab Dav-
id and Elizabeth Armstrong, who su-
pervised the shipping depot. In In-
dia, agents would arrest Akhil’s fa-
ther, sister and four others.

The Bansals’ best clients, the on-
line pharmacy operators, would be
busted, too: a radio personality in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; a high-flying
couple in Sarasota, Fla.; a pair of
Texans who taught English over-
seas; some Germans who ran strip
clubs in Costa Rica; an Indian run-
ning Web sites from Toronto; and a
Rochester, N.Y., man who stashed
his money in Ireland.

As the briefing neared conclu-

sion, she heard an agent say Chin
straps on! Barb chafed at the ma-
chismo.

But now, she had to admit, she
felt goosebumps, too.

@ ROXBOROUGH

“Here’s what we’ll do.”

After some good sleep and a re-
turn to classes, Akhil’s entrepre-
neurial drive revived. He laid out
his new plan to Foram.

First, he would not quit Temple.

He would complete the semester,
his summer internship at Mercy Hos-
pital, and his final semester that fall.
He would earn his MBA and the mas-
ter’s in health-care finance.

Next, he would turn the pill busi-
ness over to his sister. Let her try to
run it from India.

Finally, he would start his own
business. He wanted to take advan-
tage of the global market’s hottest
industry, outsourcing.

Akhil planned to buy two Ameri-
can medical-transcription compa-
nies. He planned to replace the
American typists with cheaper En-
glish speakers in India, and use the
time difference to his advantage: Au-

Akhil Bansal
had found
away to
start out

on his own:
offering U.S.
doctors the
use of Indian
transcribers.

dio from an American doctor’s dictat-
ed diagnosis could be e-mailed to
India in the evening U.S. time and
be transcribed by the next morning.

AKkhil also wanted to bring his par-
ents to Philadelphia, at least for the
summer. His father would receive
better medical care here, and he
could help proofread the transcrib-
ers’ work.

Proceeds from the pill network
would finance the deal. Akhil would
go legit.

Negotiations were going well.
One company could be bought for
$400,000, another for $220,000.

The whole family — Akhil, his par-
ents, his fiancée — would remain in
the United States as long as possi-
ble. Then they would all move back
to the gleaming, $425,000 condo the
good son had bought them in a
swank New Delhi suburb.

Akhil had it all figured out.

Contact staff writer John Shiffman
at 215-854-2658 or
jshiffman@phillynews.com

TOMORROW: ENDGAME

Flight — and triumph.
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THE EQUIPMENT STORE

www.leisurefitness.com

$12 per month!

HOME GYM
Packages
Starting at

$31 per month

Allltems in stock for IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

EACHBE ErME
TIRINIEY storewioe sate:

HOME GYMS
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19 per month!

*Price based on MSRP. Valid through 11/24/06-11/26/06 only.
Not valid for purchases of gift certificates.
Cannot be combined with any other offers. See stores for details.

ARDMORE - 610-658-2711
PRINCETON - 609-716-0614
MONTGOMERYVILLE - 267-708-0211

Financing with approved credit only. Revolving credit line valid with Leisure Fitness only.
Monthly payment does notinclude delivery, installation, or tax. Length of inance contract
varies based onproduct, purchase price, monthly payment amount and terms of finance
contract. Cannot be combined with other offers. Restrictions may apply. see store for details.

KING OF PRUSSIA » 610-225-7233
CHERRY HILL » 856-427-9524
WILMINGTON * 302-478-2100

MARKETPLAG

THE DELAWARE VALLEY’S #1 CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

TO PLACE AN AD, CALL OR GO ONLINE

1.800.341.3413

PHILLY.COM/CLASSIFIEDS

£ O%off

World renowned Designers

ZuKi * Féraud
2006-2007 Collection
Wrap yourself in luxury

Promotion ends November 30th

The most important sale

event of the year!

up fo

selected merchandise

stunning furs ¢ shearlings *"

Financing Available

athers

Trade-Ins Welcome

ow.

LINMAN

FUR ' LEATHER ' SHEARLING

OPEN SUNDAY
888.440.MINK (6465)
ZINMANFURS.COM

*Not applicable to sale items or prior sales.

ARDMORE ' ATLANTICCITY ' JENKINTOWN ' MARLTON ' MONTGOMERYVILLE ' NORTHFIELD ' PENNSAUKEN ' WAYNE



